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were highly developed, religion and literature were treated
with equal seriousness, and great strides were made in the
science of astronomy, which was just beginning to emerge
from the realm of astrological superstition.

In spite of all this peaceful and constructive activity at
home in Babylonia, Nebuchadnezzar was by no means lacking
in military prowess. When, in spite of the warnings of the
prophet Jeremiah, Judah revolted against him, he besieged
and took Jerusalem, carrying off to Iraq 'seven thousand
armed men and a thousand workers in iron', as well as the
king Jehoiachin himself. As though this were not enough, a
few years later Judah again refused tribute, its new king,
Zedekiah, relying on help from Egypt, the ' bruised reed * of
Sennacherib's time. Once more Egyptian help arrived too
late to save Jerusalem. The Holy City was destroyed, the
temple burnt and all the precious metal taken to Babylon.
This time about 40,000 Jews were carried away captive into
Iraq, to * weep by the waters of Babylon'. Hezekiah, the king,
saw his sons slain before his eyes and was himself blinded.

This last revolt of Judah had been partly instigated by the
Phoenicians, so Nebuchadnezzar next set himself to besiege
Tyre. The city, which was on an island only approachable
by boat, had now been made almost impregnable, and it took
Nebuchadnezzar nearly thirteen years to bring about its
submission. Even then he was forced to compromise. The
Phoenicians agreed to pay tribute, but like Ashur-bani-pal he
never succeeded in plundering the city.

It is probable that towards the end of his life Nebuchad-
nezzar was planning an invasion of Egypt, but if this was so
his death prevented it, for there is no record of such an event
having taken place. His three immediate successors were
undistinguished and short-liyed, and with the third, the
dynasty of Nabopolassar expired. The peace-loving priests
of Babylon thereupon selected a king after their own hearts,
e the pious and peaceful archaeologist and amateur of ancient
records, Nabonidus, who was probably a wealthy merchant'.

Nabonidus carried on the building tradition of Nebuchad-
nezzar, and at the same time developed the hobby of studying
history in relation to the * foundation-deposits' of early temple
builders which his labours brought to light. At Sippar, for
instance, while he was rebuilding the great temple of Shamash